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Call for Papers 

Kursaal Congress Centre, Republic of San Marino 
(Italy) September  25-28, 2012 

IAA web site: http://iaaweb.org/content/view/455/615 

Contact: searchforlife@iaamail.org 

1)  Northern Cross radio telescope at Medicina (Bologna, Italy), 
564 by 640 m, 30000 square meter multi-element, centered at 
408 MHz. 

2) 32 m dish at Medicina, mainly used for observations at 1.4 
and 22 GHz, SETI–Italia observations inclusive.  
A similar antenna works at Noto, Sicily.  

3) Sardinia radio telescope (SRT) under construction: a 64 m 
primary mirror with a 7.9 m secondary; a Gregorian configuration 
with shaped surfaces and an active surface, with 0.3-115 GHz 
continuous frequency coverage. Antenna efficiency: ≈60 %. 

4)  Neutrino detectors located 1400 meters under the Gran Sasso 
mountain in central Italy (Laboratori Nazionali del Gran Sasso - 
INFN) might perhaps be used in the future to conduct  
NEUTRINO SETI: we will visit them on September 29, 2012.

With the Patronage of 
 

Ministry of Tourism and Sport 
Ministry of Culture  
Republic of San Marino 



The International Academy of Astronautics (IAA) created a SETI Committee in the seventies now 
established in SETI Permanent Committee. Its role is to develop studies, establish protocols to be 
followed by SETI scientists in the detection, analysis, verification, announcement, and response to 
signals from Extraterrestrial Civilizations, call for symposia and cooperate with the scientific 
community worldwide. 

 
CONFERENCE RATIONALE 

 
SETI (the “Search for ExtraTerrestrial Intelligence”) refers to the experiments intended to find either 
radio or optical signals from extraterrestrial societies situated on planets around other stars. The 
largest radio telescopes world-wide have occasionally pursued SETI searches since 1960, in most 
cases hunting for signals near in frequency to 1420 MHz (the emission line of neutral hydrogen). 
Optical SETI searches have been pursued since the 1990s. These attempts to detect 
extraterrestrial signals are called “Passive SETI”.  
 
In recent years, new kind of SETI, called “Active SETI” or  “METI” (“Messaging to ETI”), has been 
discussed by radio astronomers and has actually been attempted in a few cases: it consists of 
deliberately transmitting signals to enhance the probability of making contact with other 
hypothetical galactic technological civilizations. In addition, the discovery since 1995 of more than 
537 extrasolar planets makes it clear that both Passive and Active SETI may now be “targeted” 
towards exoplanets that are situated within habitable zones, further increasing the probability of a 
SETI success.  

 
In conclusion, it is now timely to gather a large 
conference of experts in SETI, biosignatures, the 
search for terrestrial exoplanets and related disciplines 
from all over the globe to openly discuss the strategies 
of both Passive and Active SETI. These are the goals 
of the “Searching for Life Signatures” Conference that 
will take place at the Kursaal Conference Centre in 
San Marino Republic (Italy), Sept. 25th thru 28th, 2012, 
in the week just prior to the 63rd IAC (International 
Astronautical Congress)  that will take place at Naples 
(Napoli), Italy, October 1st  thru 5th, 2012.  
 
 

 

PROGRAM 
 

Monday, Sept. 24th:  Morning or Afternoon: ARRIVAL of Participants at either: 

1) Rimini-San Marino Airport  (RMI) – The nearest airport to San Marino,  
25 km distance - http://www.riminiairport.com ;  

2) Bologna Airport (BLQ) – The second nearest airport to San Marino,      
132 km distance - http://www.bologna-airport.it ; 

3) Venice Airport (VCE) – 285 km distance to San Marino - 
http://www.veniceairport.it ;  

4) Rome Fiumicino (FCO) Airport  – The fourth nearest airport, 350 km 
distance to San Marino - http://www.adr.it ;                                                           
Frequent direct flights and train connections (to Bologna, about 4 hours 
journey) from Rome to Rimini;  

5) Milan Malpensa (MXP) Airport  – 390 km distance to San Marino - 
http://www.seamilano.eu  
 



Hourly train connections (http://www.trenitalia.com) from 
Bologna/Venice/Rome/Milan  to   Rimini Railway Station and then               
public bus service (http://www.bonellibus.it  - 
http://www.bus.it/benedettini/autolinee.htm) to San Marino.  
 

 At their arrival in San Marino, Participants will find a Social Buffet Dinner 
from 8 pm. Then they will reach their respective hotels in San Marino. 

Tuesday, Sept. 25th: Morning: Opening Ceremony. Keynote Speakers. Press Conference.                            
Afternoon: Guided Tour of the Republic of San Marino.                                       
Evening: Gala Dinner (for registration and cost please see the application form).  

Wed., Sept. 26th:  Morning: PASSIVE SETI – Proposals and Technological Issues.                           
Lunch on site.                                                                                                   
Afternoon: ACTIVE SETI (METI) - Societal Issues.                                                         
Evening: Free. 

Thurs., Sept 27th:  Morning: Future Space Missions to detect Extrasolar Habitable Planets.                         
Lunch on site.                                                                                                    
Afternoon: General Debate and "San Marino Conference Declaration”.            
Evening: Medieval Dinner, with music and dances (for registration and cost 
please see the application form). 

 
Friday, Sept. 28th:  Entire Day Tour to Ravenna and Medicina Radiotelescopes and return to 

San Marino for dinner.  
 Leaving San Marino at 9 am by bus to Ravenna (6th Century Byzantine 

Mosaics at the Churches of Sant’Apollinare in Classe and San Vitale).  
 Then on to Medicina (near Bologna) and LUNCH at the Visitors Center of the 

INAF-IRA Radiotelescopes.  
 Afternoon: GUIDED TOUR OF THE SETI FACILITIES at the INAF-IRA 

Radiotelescopes.  Return by bus to San Marino. 
 
 Saturday, Sept.29th: Bus travel from San Marino to Naples for those intending to GET OFF at 

Rome or TO ATTEND the International Astronautical Congress (IAC) in 
Naples during the ensuing week. Departure from San Marino at 8:30 am.  

 Late Morning: visit to the INFN NEUTRINO FACILITIES in the caverns inside 
the Gran Sasso mountain, inasmuch as a NEUTRINO-SETI might also 
develop in the future. Number of visitors limited to n. 21 – first come first 
served basis (for registration and cost please see the application form).  

 Then LUNCH at a restaurant in the Appennines mountains on the way to 
Rome. Afternoon in Rome: visit to Piazza Campo dei Fiori, right on the spot 
where Giordano Bruno was burned at the stake on February 17, 1600, by the 
Inquisition, for having claimed (besides other “heresies”) that 
ExtraTerrestrials might possibly exist. SETI League executive director 
emeritus H. Paul Shuch will discuss that organization's Giordano Bruno 
Memorial Award, introducing past (and perhaps future) Bruno Award 
winners. Stop at Rome Central Railway Station and, only for those intending 
to attend the 63rd IAC Congress, final bus travel to Naples.  



 Arrival in the evening at the hotels in Naples where Participants will stay for 
the ensuing International Astronautical Congress (IAC).  

(Sunday, Sept. 30th:   Academy Day in Naples for IAA Academicians and their Guests).  

(Monday, Oct. 1-5:    63rd International Astronautical Congress (IAC) in Naples). 

Scientific Organizing Committee 
Tentative list as of February 12, 2012, subject to confirmation: 

Co-Chairs:  Frank Drake, Claudio Maccone. 

Members:  Jill Tarter, Seth Shostak, Paul Shuch, Doug Vakoch, Paul Davies, Giovanni Bignami, 
Patrizia Caraveo, Stelio Montebugnoli, Mike Garrett, Heino Falcke, Jean-Michel 
Contant, Jean-Michel Martin, Jean Schneider, Andre’ Brack, Jean-Pierre Rospars, 
Florence Raulin, Giovanna Tinetti, Alan Boss, Stephane Udry, Claire Moutou, 
Laurance Doyle, Nikos Prantzos, Kelvin Long, Les Johnson, Gregory Matloff, Paul 
Gilster, Alexander Zaitsev.  

 

 

Local Organizing Committee 
 

Co-Chairs:  Riccardo Vannucci, Claudio Maccone. 

Members:  Francesco Brigante, Roberta Valli, Roberto Crippa, Giuseppe Savio, Salvo Pluchino, 
Roberto Flaibani, Giulia Romano.  

Info:            Convention & Visitors Bureau – Republic of San Marino 

Contact:      francesco.brigante@cvb.sm 

 

REGISTRATION  FEES  
Attendees will be divided into two categories, with two different Registration Fees: 

1) REGULAR PARTICIPANTS. They will be charged a Registration Fee of 200 Euros (for 
early Bird registration and 250 Euros after 1st September 2012), entitling them to receive 
the Participant Bag and to attend all Symposium Sessions on September 25, 26, and 27, 
2012.  

2) FANS, i.e. non-professional scientists and amateurs willing to attend the Symposium for 
their own personal curiosity. They will be charged a Registration Fee of 50 Euros (for early 
Bird registration and 80 Euros after 1st September 2012), entitling them to receive the 
Participant Bag and to attend all Symposium Sessions on September 25, 26 and 27, 2012. 
Fans interested to listen to the scientific talks in Italian will be allowed to hire headphones 
for an additional charge.  

 

All Registration Fees must be paid in advance, by using the relevant Registration Forms attached 
herewith. Online payment will also be available by April 2012. 
Every Registered Participant will receive a Symposium badge. Only persons wearing their 
Symposium Badge will be allowed to enter the Kursaal.  



 
Every Registered Attendee will be allowed to join the two Symposium Excursions: 
 
 

a) On Friday, September 28th, to Ravenna and Medicina. The Fee for this excursion includes 
bus transportation, visit to the Byzantine historical Ravenna, the technical tour to the 
Medicina Radio Telescopes and the lunch at nearby the Radio Telescopes at Medicina.  
For registration and cost, please see the Registration Form attached below.  
 

b) On Saturday, September 29th, to the Gran Sasso Laboratories and the Giordano Bruno 
Memorial in Rome. The Fee for this excursion includes the bus transportation, the technical 
visit to the Gran Sasso Laboratories, the lunch nearby Gran Sasso and the visit in Rome. 
For registration and cost, please see the Registration Form attached below.  
 

o Participants willing to stop in Rome, i.e. not intending to attend the IAC in Naples, 
will be allowed to get off the bus at Stazione Termini (Rome Central Railway 
Station).  
All remaining Participants will then be taken to Naples, where they will arrive late in 
the evening at the Napoli Central Station, where they will find buses taking them to 
hotels.  

 

 

 

 

 ABSTRACT SUBMISSION by June 24th   
 
 

Deadline for Abstract Submission is SUNDAY, JUNE 24, 2012.  
 
Abstracts (400 words max.) must be submitted by e-mail to: searchforlife@iaamail.org .    
 
For updates and more details please see the IAA Homepage of the Symposium at the web site: 
http://iaaweb.org/content/view/455/615 . 
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Registration and Accommodation Form 
for Regular Participants 

 
Please print out and return before 1st September 2012 to: 
 
4th IAA Symposium on Searching For Life Signatures  
 
FAX: 33 1 4723 8216 
International Academy of Astronautics (IAA) 
searchforlife@iaamail.org 
Phone: 33 1 4723 8215 
 
 
Last Name  ….. 
 
 
First Name  ….. 
 
 
Title   ….. 
 
 
Affiliation  ….. 
 
 
Address  ….. 
 
 
Postcode/ ZIP-Code….. 
City, State (US), Country ….. 
 
 
Tel …..      
 
 
Fax …..   
 
 
e-mail  …..  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Participation in the IAA Symposium on 
25th, 26th, 27th September, 2012 

              Early  After 
          Bird       1st Sept 12 
 
Registration fee:  1 day, (please delete as appropriate)    90 €  110 € 

2 days,      140 €  175 € 
3 days     200 €  250 € 

 
o This includes catering for two tea/coffee breaks but NOT LUNCH at the Congress venue. 

         
Will you bring an accompanying person with you?       
How many persons will you bring?      No. ……. 
 
 
Social Dinner required on  
 
     24 September: Welcome Buffet   € 20,00  x person         No………      
  25 September, Gala Dinner:  € 35,00  x person         No……..  
     27 September, Medieval Dinner:  € 55,00  x person        No……..   
 
        
Are you taking part in the Ravenna/Medicina excursion of 28th September?  

o Visit to the Byzantine historical Ravenna and technical tour to the 
Medicina Radio Telescopes 

 Transportation, guided visit and lunch  € 45,00 x person   No.  
  

Are you taking part in the San Marino guided tour of 25th September? 
o Visit of the old town centre and entrance to the most important 

museums and monuments 
Guided visit      € 4,00 x person  No…. 

 
Are you taking part in the Gran Sasso/Rome excursion of 29th September? 

o Technical Visit to Gran Sasso INFN Laboratories and visit to Giordano 
Bruno Memorial in Rome 

 Transportation, guided visits and lunch  € 80,00 x person No….  
 
 
The number of visitors for the Gran Sasso INFN Laboratories is limited to n. 21 persons – first come first 
served basis. Your payment will be refunded if you could not attend the visit.  
 

The Gran Sasso INFN Laboratories excursion will continue to Rome with the visit to Giordano Bruno 
memorial,  with a stop in Rome Central Railway Station and then in Naples Central Railway Station.  
 
For ATTENDEES TO THE 63rd IAC CONGRESS in Naples:  
In order to plan your transfer from Naples Central Railway Station to your hotel in Naples, please provide 
name and address of the hotel:        ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

If you wish, you can came back to San Marino with the same bus (night transfer).  
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL    
 

 
 
 
For Hotel reservation, please refer to  (LINK CONSORZIO SAN MARINO 2000) 



 
Payment 
Note: The payment needs to arrive at the organizer in full amount. Do not forget to indicate 
your name, affiliation, and 'IAA SETI Symposium 2012' together with your payment. 
 
• by bank order to 
IAA SETI Symposium 2012 
 
BNP Paribas 
Quartier Latin Branch Office/ Agence Quartier Latin 
7 rue Soufflot 75005 Paris, France 
 
BIC   BNPAFRPPPRG 
IBAN  FR76 3000 4009 6900 0033 7703 920 
  
 
 
• by credit card 
     Visa    
      MasterCard/Eurocard   American Express 
 Card Number 

 
CVC Code:      

       (back of the credit card last 3 digits)   
 

 Expiration Date  Signature  
 (2 months before 

expiration required) 
  

 
 
• by cheque 
Please make cheque payable to: IAA 
 
 
 
 
• by online payment 
Online payment will be available by April 2012 
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Registration and Accommodation Form 
for FAN ATTENDEES 

 
Please print out and return before Tuesday 15 September 2012 to: 
 
4th IAA Symposium on Searching For Life Signatures 
 
FAX: 33 1 4723 8216 
International Academy of Astronautics (IAA) 
office@iaamail.org 
Phone: 33 1 4723 8215 
 
 
Last Name  ….. 
 
 
First Name  ….. 
 
 
Title   ….. 
 
 
Affiliation  ….. 
 
 
Address  ….. 
 
 
Postcode/ ZIP-Code….. 
City, State (US), Country ….. 
 
 
Tel …..      
 
 
Fax …..   
 
 
e-mail  …..  



Participation in the IAA Symposium on 
25th, 26th, 27th September, 2012 

              Early  After 
          Bird       1st Sept 12 
 
Registration fee:  1 day, (please delete as appropriate)    20 €  30 € 

2 days,        35 €  55 € 
3 days       50 €  80 € 

 
o This includes catering for two tea/coffee breaks but NOT LUNCH at the Congress venue. 

         
Will you bring an accompanying person with you?       
How many persons will you bring?      No. ……. 
 
 
Social Dinner required on  
 
     24 September: Welcome Buffet   € 20,00  x person         No………      
  25 September, Gala Dinner:  € 35,00  x person         No……..  
     27 September, Medieval Dinner:  € 55,00  x person        No……..   
 
        
Are you taking part in the Ravenna/Medicina excursion of 28th September?  

o Visit to the Byzantine historical Ravenna and technical tour to the 
Medicina Radio Telescopes 

 Transportation, guided visit and lunch  € 45,00 x person        No…..  
  

Are you taking part in the San Marino guided tour of 25th September? 
o Visit of the old town centre and entrance to the most important 

museums and monuments 
Guided visit      € 4,00 x person        No…. 

 
Are you taking part in the Gran Sasso/Rome excursion of 29th September? 

o Technical Visit to Gran Sasso INFN Laboratories and visit to Giordano 
Bruno Memorial in Rome 

 Transportation, guided visits and lunch  € 80,00 x person       No….  
 
 
The number of visitors for the Gran Sasso INFN Laboratories is limited to n. 21 persons – first come first 
served basis. Your payment will be refunded if you could not attend the visit.  
 

The Gran Sasso INFN Laboratories excursion will continue to Rome with the visit to Giordano Bruno 
memorial, with a stop in Rome Central Railway Station and then in Naples Central Railway Station.     
 
For ATTENDEES TO THE 63rd IAC CONGRESS in Naples:  
In order to plan your transfer from Naples Central Railway Station to your hotel in Naples, please provide 
name and address of the hotel:        ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

If you wish, you can came back to San Marino with the same bus (night transfer).  
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL    
 

 
 
 
For Hotel reservation, please refer to  (LINK CONSORZIO SAN MARINO 2000) 



 
 
 

Payment 
Note: The payment needs to arrive at the organizer in full amount. Do not forget to indicate 
your name, affiliation, and 'IAA SETI Symposium 2012' together with your payment. 
 
• by bank order to 
IAA SETI Symposium 2012 
 
BNP Paribas 
Quartier Latin Branch Office/ Agence Quartier Latin 
7 rue Soufflot 75005 Paris, France 
 
BIC   BNPAFRPPPRG 
IBAN  FR76 3000 4009 6900 0033 7703 920 
  
 
 
• by credit card 
     Visa    
      MasterCard/Eurocard   American Express 
 Card Number 

 
CVC Code:      

       (back of the credit card last 3 digits)   
 

 Expiration Date  Signature  
 (2 months before 

expiration required) 
  

 
Nota: Payment on site accepted only if advance registration has been sent before the deadline. 
Registrations by surface mail must be received before the deadline. 
 
 
• by cheque 
Please make cheque payable to: IAA 
 
 
• by online payment 
Online payment will be available by April 2012 
 


